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cepted for errors, omissions or misleading statements in that information caused by negligence or otherwise. No responsibility is
accepted in regard to the standing of any firms, companies or individuals mentioned in the Newsletter.
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CERTIFICATION CORNER

2008 Assessments
The 2008 organic assessments are well under way now, and you will shortly be contacted

by one of our SOPA inspectors for your 2008 assessment. You may find this year you will
be contacted at a different time of the year than what you have been used too, as it is
important for the inspectors and the Certification Officers to see/review your organic busi-
ness to witness different events (calving, lambing & farrowing) and various stages of crops
(sowing, growing phase. harvesting & storage).

You may also be contacted by a different inspector this year, as our inspectors have
moved their areas slightly due to the fact that Peter Shipton retired from being an inspec-
tor with SOPA at the end of last year. Peter had been inspecting for SOPA for over 10
years, and his knowledge and experience will be greatly missed. We wish him well in his
retirement.

We have updated our forms for this year so you will see small changes in the paperwork
that is sent out to you prior to your assessment. Please have as much relevant paperwork
available for your inspector prior to his arrival so that the assessment can proceed in a
timely manner. Time taken searching for documents is a waste of our inspectors and your
time.

Derogations
The most common requested derogation is for non-organic grass seed mixtures and

non-organic seed. This is also the derogation that most farmers forget to request. Please
remember that although your purchased grass seed may state the word ‘organic’ most
of the time 35% of this is formulated from non-organic seed, and so a derogation is
required. You should also be fully aware by now that the non-organic allowance in seed
mixtures has reduced from 40% to 35% for the 2008 growing season. Hopefully none
of you had to do some recalculating of seed rates to ensure you met the minimum 65%
organic seed.

Remember, if you have access to a computer you can check the availability of
organic seed yourselves by going to www.cosi.org.uk, alternatively ring the office and
Alan or David can check the availability for you.

To help with obtaining derogations we have produced 3 new derogation forms for

1. Derogation form for non-organic manures
2. Derogation form for grazing non-organic livestock
3. Derogation form for purchasing non-organic livestock

Please remember that derogation should only be used when organic livestock/manures/
grazing are not available. These derogation forms will be on the website but can also be
obtained by fax, post , email alan.gray@sfgc.co.uk or by calling Alan Gray in the office on
0131 335 6634.

Explanations on how and when to fill in these derogation forms are detailed on the Guidance
Notes accompanying the forms, but please feel free to give us a call if you are having any
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CERTIFICATION CORNER

Grazing and forage from 1°* Year Conversion Land

Due to the changes to the EU regulations in Nov 2007 DEFRA have
announced that a certain amount of 1 Year conversion land can be
used for grazing and forage. This is an advantage to those members
wishing to bring more land into their organic business or for those
renting land in 1° year conversion.

This now means that ruminant livestock can be fed 20% of the total
average amount of feedstuffs on an annual basis from permanent
pastures (grass down for over 5 years) and perennial forage (hay or
silage from grass down for 5 years or more). This does not include

any other crops for example arable silage mixtures.

The allowances for 2nd year conversion feedstuffs still apply, i.e. 50% of dry matter intake if
bought-in and 80% of dry matter intake if home-produced. These percentages will drop to
30% (bought in) and 60% (home produced) in 2009.

The table below shows four different possible diet options using the in-conversion feed allow-
ances.
Individual Animal’s Annual Dry Matter Intake

/\
- N

100% organic dry matter

80% 2" year conversion dry matter 20% Organic
dry matter
20% 1° 60% 2" year conversion dry matter 20% Organic
Year Con- dry matter
version dry
matter

20% 1st 80% Organic dry matter
Year Con-
version dry
matter

There will be some calculations required to ensure the animal (or batches of animals) do not
exceed the permitted dry matter allowance. Dry matter content will be measured in any
forage samples to give you a starting point.

For further information telephone 0131 335 6606 and ask for
Certification
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Organic Livestock Auction Reports
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Natural & Organic Seaweed
Soil & Plant Conditioners
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SUMMER 2008 OFFERS

HIGH PERFORMANCE FLOCK
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The Chocolate Tree
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WheatLINK Project

From Hannah Jones of The Organic Research Centre - EIm
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SAC ORGANIC MARKET LINK PRODUCER SURVEY
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importance and benefits of working with others in the supply chain and are happy to supply data which en-
ables and encourages the development of new and established markets and which allows them to identify
gaps in the market. Processors are able to develop and supply their markets with increased confidence which
means producers can continue to do what they do best - supply quality Scottish produce whilst safe in the
knowledge that there is a market for their products.”




Organic Conversion Funding
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Step-by-Step Process
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Organic Maintenance Funding

This Guidance note is intended to provide SOPA members with step-by-step guide to appointing
SOPA to act as a Mandated Agent to claim Rural Development Contracts—Rural Priorities Organic
Maintenance on your behalf.

The person at SOPA who will be solely responsible for all aspects of this member service is
Debs Roberts and there will be a fee chargeable for providing it. Please note the SOPA Certifica-
tion team are not able to advise members on SRDP funding.

SOPA can only advise on Organic Options in the SRDP.
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Land Type Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 TOTAL
IArable £60 £60 £60 £60 £60 £300
limproved Grassland £50 £50 £50 £50 £50 £250
Fruit and Vegetable £60 £60 £60 £60 £60 £300
Umr_nproved grassland / rough 5 £5 5 £5 5 £25
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SOPA Associate Trade Members
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Mow available

Livestock Feeds -
full range available

Grass Seeds — 6 mixtures to
suit your requirements

For more information, contact your
Harbro sales specialist or sales office

Turriff
01888 545200

Yorlkshire
01430 4321121

Inverness
01463 701990

Lesmahagow
01555 820358

Harbro Limited
Markechill, Turriff, Aberdeenshire AB5S3 4PA

-1 .
As Scotland’s leading supplier of plant nutrients to the AMEN-
ITY, GARDENING and FARMING markets
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Kevin Beaumont—Organic Inspector

0 / #0 + # #
+ *2 # G +
#  DHS / # 0 & # +
[ + & #& + / -
# K #& ( #
/ - # 0
7 0 B #
$
/I 3C + # % +
B 0 # 0
08 + "0 -
< + > # $ 09 #0+ # E0 M7 &
+ # # # # D/ - Ot . . 7
# $ | # 2
5 # # "+ # 0 0 $ /
A + # $
+ + # -+ # # /
#H# #0 # - "# #
[ # E # # # # #
0 $ 4 - N # / +
# $
0 0 /" + + + & 5
# [/ + 5 + &
+ & $/ " 0 $ 0 0 0
- + 8 0 & + # O #HOH# +
# o7 & 31 0 - + E# # 7 %% G # H #7
0064 B o# 4 B H+ # |/ 0 7
+ & # ol %% $

N / KINNAIRDY
” ” & LB} {f 5 %’ ; >
i, LA | &
; LB O LB}
D &&
14 *
5** /+ * )
3 * 5** )
+ 3 *
6 * )- * )% 789
(- 8;;9% <7; 3 -9 8 ;9: *>P** + * ?




Organic Cereal Outlook
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Certified Suppliers of Organic
Expeller Meals and Qils for Organic
Animal Feeds
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Scottish Organic Meat Network
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Diary Dates

‘ﬁ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
~sopa
Friday 6th June, Dingwall Mart
Including an address to the meeting by
David Younie, SAC

7 "

PN SR | Open to all SOPA members
Lo indhustries Please contact the office to advise of your attendance
for ower a cemury 5 _.‘1. C Tel 0131 335 6606

Followed by a SAC/SOPA Joint Farm Walk
Open to ALL

to Milton of Connage Farm and Cheese Dairy, Ardersier, Inverness, 1V2 7SX
Diversifying and adding value on the organic dairy farm: cheese,
beef, arable and vegetable cropping

SAC Organic Events Summer 2008 .. >

SAC Organic Producer Farm Walk
Co-operative breeding and finishing of organic beef and sheep in the Highlands

Wednesday 28th May, 1.30pm (sharp)
Ospisdale Organic Farm, Dornoch, Sutherland IV25 3RH (courtesy of Ms Margaret Thomson) and Creich Organic Farm
(Courtesy of Mr & Mrs G Suggett)

This event is free and open to all. For more information please contact Caroline Bayliss on 01224 711073.

SAC Organic Producer Farm Walk
Organic Arable & Field Vegetable Production in Practice

Wednesday 25™ June, 1.30pm
Chapel Farm, North Berwick EH39 5LP (courtesy of Graham Elder)
Speakers: Graham Elder, Hannah Jones (ORC), John Baddeley (SAC)

Attendance is free. For more information please contact David Younie on 01224 711072.

SAC Royal Highland Show Event
Tasting the Farmers’ Market

Friday 20th June, 2.00pm
Producers from Dumfries and Galloway will be holding a food tasting event at the SAC Pavilion

This event is free and open to all. For more information please contact David Younie, SAC on 01224 711072.
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Diary Dates

4 " #8 $* $ & 1 § #

G @Il
&YKO ¥ /($ # §oo*m

§* *§ > § " &
+ 4 0 4 #&11

4 " " 4, @ , Telephone Peter Lindsay, SAC Perth 01738 636611

&
* 6
; 2
4 §1 (7 331
8! (71 1
- L2
# b # #& -
L 3,
LA # #
B " 8 T ## o+ ## % I 0 + &
1( ## + % #& 1 1 1 * 0% 1 1) 313

Soil Association Scotland’s Organic Food Festival

Saturday 20 (10am-6pm) and Sunday 21 (10am-5pm) September

The highlight of Scotland's organic calendar is set for a third year and will be returning to Glasgow’s
Merchant City at various venues, including the Old Fruitmarket and the Ramshorn Theatre. This year’s
event takes place on the final weekend of both Organic Fortnight and Scottish Food Fortnight, and so
benefits from two major publicity campaigns in its lead up. This year we’ve also partnered Doors
Open Day, who welcomed 35,000 visitors last year.

If you would to exhibit, call Sally Packer on 01934 813407,
email sally@organicfoodfairs.co.uk, or visit

www.soilassociationscotland.org, where you can download an @3 Soil Association
application form, as well as a report on the 2007 event. o

@05,
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CLASSIFIEDS

Wanted, Edinburgh
We at the Cyrenians Farm are currently looking to expand our jam production and are therefore looking for additional
sources of organic raspberries for the coming year. contact Rob on 0131 333 5202 if you can help to supply us.

For Sale, Perth
Spring barley (Westminster) 100 tonnes for sale. Fully Organic, SOPA member. Please contact the Bruges 01350 724 241

Wanted, Aberdeen
10-12 organic AA or AAX bulling heifers required now. Please contact SOPA member Mr Milton, mob 07761 683 243.

For Sale, Aberdeen

TO LET approx 30 acres fully organic strong grass and clover sward (nr Cuminestown) to rent for the summer 2008. Good
fencing, well watered and loading/unloading facilities. Can look stock if required. Would suit sheep or cattle, and by arrange-
ment will be happy for a single cut of silage or hay. Please contact Ted McLean-Bullen (SOPA member) tel 01888 544450 or
mob 07786 912 624

For Sale, Aberdeen
100 tonnes wheat (at Turriff) and 60 tonnes 2IC wheat (at Perthshire) From Mr Burnett Contact 07703 113837 / 01828
650224 SOPA

Wanted, Kirkcaldy

InConversion SOPA member looking for guaranteed supply of organic hay. Quantities not large, so local (central belt) pre-
ferred. Also, have a small number of pigs so feed orders are less than a pallet; would like to co-ordinate and share orders to
simplify haulage. Tel Jane Edwards 01577 850 715

Wanted, Nationally
Organic Lamb finishers. Contact the SOPA office if you have silage aftermaths or winterings available and are looking for
business opportunities with short or long keep lambs, or ewe hoggs etc...

SOPA ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW RECEPTION

Thursday 19th June
At 5pm

Introducing Special Guest Jim McLaren, NFUS President
who will briefly address the gathering

All members are respectfully invited
RSVP to deborah.roberts@sfgc.co.uk or tel 0131 335 6619

The SOPA Photographic Competition GO ORGANIC
closes on the 6th June.
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