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Scottish Food Quality Certification (SFQC)
has made every effort to ensure that the information contained in this Newsletter is accurate. No legal responsibility is ac-
cepted for errors, omissions or misleading statements in that information caused by negligence or otherwise. No responsibility is
acceptedin regard to the standing of any firms, companies or individuals mentioned in the Newsletter.
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Summary of the Dec 2007 SOPA Producer Standard Review—What has Changed?

Section 1 Standards of Management

Standard 1.2.5 - This paragraph now highlights where information
can be found regarding the new SOPA Processing and importing stan-
dards.

Section 2 Organic Crop Production Standards

Standard 2.7.2 - This table now indicates the active ingredients in
approved pesticide products for use in agriculture, horticulture or in
home gardens. Permitted methods of pest and disease controls now
include Ethylene - for use in degreening bananas, Kiwis and Kakis,
Calcium Hydroxide, only to be used in fruit trees, Rodenticides for
pest and disease control in livestock buildings. The amount of copper
that is permitted has decreased from 8kg/ha/yr to 6kg/ha/yr as from
01 Jan 2006.

Section 3 Organic Livestock Production Standards
Standard 3.2.6 - From 1 Jan 2005 pullets must be reared organically
from less than 3 days onwards, this has changed from 18 weeks.

Standard 3.3.4 - Incorporates the conditions under which poultry
may be required to be kept indoors by community law, and how this
will affect their organic status.

Standard 3.5.3 - The % of the inclusion of 2nd year conversion feed-
stuffs has changed from 30% to 50% for 2008, but will then return to
30% from 01 Jan 2009. The % of the inclusion of 2ndyear conversion
feedstuffs from a unit from the holding itself has changed from 60%
to 80%, but will then return to 60% from 1 Jan 2009.
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Standard 3.5.4 - For ruminants (from 25 August 2005 - 31 Dec 2007)
the % allowance of non-organic feed permitted in the diet has been 5%,
permitted with a derogation from SFQC, this non-organic feed has had to
be taken from the ‘Green List’ (a list of permitted non-organic feeds). As
from 1 Jan 2008 this derogation no longer exists and all ruminants have
to be fed 100% organic feed.

For other species - (pigs and poultry) this process is a more gradual
process;

15% non-organic allowance from 25 Aug 2005 to 31 Dec 2007
10% non-organic allowance from 01 Jan 2008 to 31 Dec 2009

5% non-organic allowance from 01 Jan 2010 to 31 Dec 2011.

Again this non-organic feed has to be taken from the ‘Green List’ which is
included in the SOPA standards.

Standard 3.8.1 - 3.8.27 The introduction and inclusion of Standards for
Livestock Markets.

Section 4 Soil, soil nutrients and Care of the Environment Standards

Standard 4.4.1 - Under Mineral fertilisers and supplementary nutrients -
the inclusion of ‘Industrial lime from Vacuum salt production’.

Please note that this is just a summary of the changes to the SOPA stan-
dards and for a more detailed account please read through the relevant

standard, or ring the office and speak to Jane or David.

Jane Ellis
Senior Certification Officer

Nitrites & Nitrates in Organic
meat products
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Therefore, if you currently use
these products and cannot see an
alternative product for your enter-
prise please contact the SOPA
office.

For further information telephone 0131 335 6606 and ask for

Certification




Are you selling wool which may eventually be sold as
organic cloth?

Why do | need QMS
Scotch Label for my
organic meat?
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Approved Organic Minerals

The Organic regulations have
not changed for livestock
minerals and trace elements.

@ $
Products Approved for Use in
Organic Systems.
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HIOA is a group of
organic producers
and processors,
plus supportive
consumers, who live
and work in the
Highlands & Islands.
We act as a network
to supply information, support and help. We
do this by sending emails; having a website;
producing a newsletter and a contact list;
and by organising events and outings.

Our hope is to encourage the consump-
tion and production of organic food in the
Highlands and Islands and also to educate
the general population about associated
issues such as fertiliser and pesticide use,
genetic engineering, conservation and recy-
cling. HIOA is now self-supporting, but we
have had grants, in the past, from the High-
land Council and HIE.

Organic businesses are usually relatively
small and as a group have a louder political
voice, so do join us by contacting our
treasurer, Neil, on 01463 741288 or by
emailing us at enquiries@hioa.org.uk.
Also, check out our website
www.hioa.org.uk

HIOA
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Organic Association

ORGANIC GRASS & CLOVER MIXTURE SUPPLY

NEW ORGANIC BROCHURE AVAILABLE NOW

MIXES TO CUSTOMERS OWN REQUEST
South Hall, Cranswick. Driffield-East Yorkshire YO25 9PF
Web site-www hmseeds co Uk

Email-nickicdhmseeds com
Phone -01377 271400

24 hour delivery
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SPRING 2008 OFFERS

Natural & Organic Seaweed Soil & Plant Conditioners
BUY 25 LITRES SEA-X LIQUID EXTRACT
Including delivery and VAT £108.99

AND GET 5 LITRES SEA-X LIQUID EXTRACT FREE

* * *

BUY 1000 LITRES ORGANIC SEAWEED ‘SEA-X’
LiouID EXTRACT 1050 FREE DELIVERY

With SOPA Approved Preservative added giving a long shelf life if
stored properly.

Already filtered, this natural product will go through a fine sprayer
VAT will be added at Standard Rate

* * *
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RECOMMEND A FRIEND / FARMER

We will send you a £50 Gift Voucher when your friend/farmer places a first
order with a value of £250 or more.
If they place a first order of £750 or more we will send you a Gift Voucher
for £100.

PLACE YOUR ORDER EARLY PLEASE, TO ALLOW
PLENTY TIME FOR DELIVERY AND FOR US TO MEET
SUPPLY AND DEMAND

Order on-line at &

or post your order with payment to address below

Bod Ayre Products Limited
‘Hamnavoe’ Lunnaness Vidlin Shetland
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SOPA Associate Trade Membership
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Can you recommend a supplier to other SOPA members?
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Total Plant Nutrition from
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ORGANIC Harbro

FEEDS & SEEDS e

Now available

Livestock Feeds -
full range available

Grass Seeds - 6 mixtures to
suit your requirements

For more information, contact your
Harbro sales specialist or sales office

Inverness Turriff
01463 701990 01888 545200

Lesmahagow Yorkshire
01555 820358 01430 432121

Harbro Limited
Markethill, Turriff, Aberdeenshire AB53 4PA

We are passionate about local food and want to make it simple for consumers
to find good local food anywhere in the UK. Our local food directory is being
set up within the established Fine Fayre website (16,000 visitors per month)
to raise awareness of local food and to give each producer a significant web presence.

Eat your way around the UK is more than a directory as each advert contains a photo,
100 word description and a link to your website in addition to an interactive marketing
tool that enables you to market special offer vouchers and communicate news and

events to your customers.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR SOPA MEMBERS

1ST YEAR'S MEMBERSHIP FOR ONLY £99 (NORMALLY £125)
PLUS EXTENDED MEMBERSHIP UNTIL SEPTEMBER 09

If you want to put yourself on the map contact us at

www.finefayre.co.uk ortel 01905 425480
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Mull Organics
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If any SOPA members are interested in trade enquiries for farm shops or
box schemes please telephone 01688 400433 or www.mullorganics.co.uk
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Ross Paton, Director, Caledonian Organics
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Certlfled Sunnllers of Oruamc Sova

The Courtvard | Elsham Hall | Elsham
Morth Lincolnshire DN20 007 | UK
TEL: +44 (0)1652 680001
FAX: +44 (0)1652 60002

EMAIL: enquiries@dunncomm.co.uk

F@SFA
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COME AND SEE US

SOPA will have a stand at the following Shows

Beef Expo 1 + 41 #
NSA Scotsheep 6 2 % - % - & >
Royal Highland Show’ 1/ 2 - -4
Poyntzfield Herb Nursery, Black Isle
= ‘\_’E Biodynamic Gardening - an introduc-
O -3 » Hso a tion. Saturday 7 June 2008, 1l0am- 5pm.
+ -0
Designed for those who wish to explore
* _ 2 4 - + and experience the principles and
- Vs practice of the biodynamic approach to
work on the land. Focussing on the
* * $ ( & + # composts, preparations and sprays
* $ # > along with the use of the sowing and
planting calendar. Bring a packed
& O+ lunch, notebook and wellie boots! Cost
; 13 b £25/30.
$ s %
A ) ' 4 O+ Homoeopathic and Anthroposophical
$ $ $ plant medicines Saturday 12 July 2008
$ %
See www.poyntzfieldherbs.co.uk or
c ; b # S ¥ ¥ email info@poyntzfieldherbs.co.uk
3 # ¥ C o+ % bz 44-Kh  .17=5 7?74 /5= for further details
defra Workshop
@ Integrating free range laying hens
ADAS in agricultural production systems
TUESDAY 8TH APRIL, HILTON HOTEL, COVENTRY, CV2 2SP
$ & )
$
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Contact Lynn Holmes on 01522 521 290 or email lynne.holmes@adas.co.uk
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- &* h; B RO Fully Organic Jacob ram lamb. Nice conformation and markings. Born Sep-
tember 2007.Ready to work this Autumn. £40. Tel :01988 700518

e * [

In-con & organic 4x4 silage bales available. good quality. hard standings. loader available.

Oldmeldrum area

* * % & &100 bales organic hay (4x4 rounds). SOPA Member. Please call Kath on 01573 420 500

" &> % & & fully organic pigs. Weaners, Stores and breeding pigs. Saddleback/Middle white crosses and
Large Black/middle white crosses. Will sell in btaches of any number. Call Kath on 01573 420 500

12 * % Organic feed barley (Optic). SOPA Member. 5 tonnes approx Ph 07703 528100
* * % * & &200 organic bales of silage ,100 organic bales of hay both good quality, contact Mr Orr tel 01501
751 288
* * % Fully organic hay. Small bales. Palletised and shrinkwrapped for outside storage. 07703 528100
. & C % Strong store cattle wanted, organic. 450kg+. Tel Richard on 01691 831 603 or Mob 07973
565 690 OF&G member
* * % 3 organic stock feed potatoes for sale Phone John Skea 07711 807786 01382 320770

C % Fresh organic goats milk Tel 01573440365
O N C % approx 20 organic acres of good strong sward 3-4 years old, for grazing youngstock. Would prefer]

within 25 mile radius of Blairgowrie. Please contact Peter Drysdale Mob 0775 208 1716 or Tel 01250 886265

1 * % 40t SOPA registered 2IC feeding oats Tel Kenneth 07734 702 579

. & C % Wanted up to 40 Organic Bulling heifers to go to bull summer 2008. 12-18 months old,

good quality, any breed considered. Would prefer Hi Health Scheme but not necessary. Tel Kenneth 07734 702 579

iCh Aberdeen and Northern Marts
INAUGURAL SALE OF
ORGANIC STORE AND BREEDING CATTLE
to be held within
Thainstone Centre, Inverurie
Dumfries Mart Organic Store Sale on Wednesday 30™ April 2008
21st April 2008 « s 1
After the success of the 2007 store sales, * $ 2 [
Dumfries Mart are looking to build on this in > LR " ) -74.114%51
2008 with a sale of organic stores on the 21st
April. As usual, we look for strong competi- c 4 s
tion and good fair prices and look forward to .
a nice show of organic stock from SOPA
members.
Entries welcome. Call Tom Struthers 07880 s : $ ;B ’
527 067 $ 8
$ g
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