SCAB

The Scottish Sheep Scab Initiative is keeping the up the profile on stamping out sheep scab in Scottish flocks.

The stakeholders have been discussing ways to keep the message of the initiative in the minds of sheep farmers to maintain vigilant over the presence of the scab mite in their flock.

The aim of the Initiative is to reduce the incidence of sheep scab in Scotland through:

• Promoting and supporting best practice – flock biosecurity

• Minimising the impact of outbreaks – effective and co-ordinated treatment

• Maximising the effects of preventative action – targeting risk and co-ordinated treatment.

As reported in the December newsletter, SOPA have been involved in the initiative making sure members are aware of the practices permitted for the prevention and treatment of scab.  SOPA backs the move for localized eradication programmes where a number of neighbouring farms gather and treat under the guidance of their vet or co-ordinator of the programme.  

Permitted actions

To reiterate what you as a registered SOPA member are allowed to use for both prevention and treatment;

· Non-OP dips can be used without prior approval

· Injectable moxidectins can also be used by seeking prior approval from SOPA.
· OP dips are prohibited
If you are invited to take part in an eradication program, please inform the SOPA office so we can ensure you are follow aware of product use and paperwork.

Returning hoggs

If you away winter your hoggs and will be bring them back on farm soon, please be aware they pose a potential biosecruity risk to your flock.  To minimise the potential impact their returning may have on the home flock, you could consider taking the following steps;

Quarantine returning hoggs – 
· keep them separate from the main flock avoiding physical contact and shared facilities (e.g. using the same feeding/watering/dipping/handling area/facilities) is adequate spatially. 
· Time period of quarantine is, however, more difficult to define. Many vets with experience say that some sheep do not show overt scab symptoms in months, i.e. 100% efficacious quarantine period is impossible to establish, hence the recommendation to dip all stock on arrival.
