Procedure for obtaining a feed derogation 
Step 1 

All non-organic straight feedstuffs require a derogation from the SOPA office before purchase of the product. The form overleaf must be completed and sent via post, e-mail or fax to the SOPA office.

If you are applying to use a SOPA ‘Green List’ feed you do not need to provide any supporting information and permission will automatically be granted by SOPA.

The only exception is where purchases are from a feed compounder or a feed mill. In these cases, the derogation will be obtained by the feed compounders and feed mills who will have applied to their Organic Certification Body for approval before producing their feed. SOPA producers must keep the product label on file for review at their inspection as this will act as justification for the unavailability of the non-organic ingredient within the product.

NB. A producer who ask their suppliers to blend feeds in a lorry or trailer must apply for the derogation.

Step 2

If you wish to use a feed that is not on the SOPA ‘Green List’ check the availability of organic feeds on the database http://www.soilassociation.org/organicmarketplace. If this is not available to you, please contact SOPA on 0131 335 6606 and ask for Jane Ellis or Louise Prentice and we will check the database on your behalf.

Step 3 

If the feed ingredient you require is not available organically, SOPA will consider your request to use non-organic feed. The justification must come from the following;

a) The feed is on the current SOPA ‘Green List’ or is not available organically.
b) The available equivalent organic feed is not suitable, (provide nutritional evidence).

c) The feed is not available in the locality or quantity required.  This applies to production units located in isolated regions and islands.
Step 4 

Indicate whether the derogation request applies to a single consignment or a batch of deliveries of the same item to be bought over a three month period from one supplier.

Step 5

Send your request to SOPA.  The SOPA office will then check the availability of the requested feedstuff, and send out a letter either granting or denying the request.  If the derogation is denied, SOPA will give details of where to purchase the feedstuff organically. 

Failure to apply for a derogation will be noted as a non-compliant.  Repeated or multiple non-compliances will result in a loss of status for the animals fed the feed.  (See SOPA Standards 1.7.3)
Please complete this form accurately.  Incomplete forms cannot be processed.
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          Derogation Form for Non-Organic Feed
This form should be used for NON–ORGANIC feed
	Producer’s name & address

     

	SOPA No.

     

	Supplier Used

     


	Feedstuff

(name of complete feed or straight)
	Category of livestock feed 

(Cattle/sheep/

poultry/pigs)
	Total Quantity

(Kg’s/tonnes)
	No of batches 

(over 3 month period)
	Proposed start date of feed used 

dd/mm/yy
	On  the Green list

(yes or no)

	     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
	     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
	     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

	     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
	     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
	     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     


	Justification  
Please ring the appropriate reason, the explanation’s are on the reverse side of this form.


a)  FORMCHECKBOX 

b)  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
c)  FORMCHECKBOX 

	A written explanation is needed if the feed is not on the SOPA ‘Green List’ (if c please state location of organic holding if different from address above)

     



	Official Use 

Approved / not approved by


	Date



	Reasons/ Conditions




Post to – SFQC, Royal Highland Centre, 10th Avenue, Ingliston, Edinburgh, EH28 8NF

Fax to – 0131-3356601     E-mail – info@sfqc.co.uk 
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