New Organic Aid Scheme Rates 2006
Deadline for 2006 OAS applications is the 31st March 2006.

The tables below indicate the new rates both for Conversion and Maintenance payments available for the Organic Aid Scheme 2006.

There are increased payments in years 3-5 for Conversion rates, but the biggest increases are for the Maintenance rates.
There has also been a revision of the Rough Grazing rate for Maintenance payments moving to a hectarage payment and has increased to a minimum rate of £500 per unit per annum and an upper limit of 1000ha.

Arable land, Improved grassland and Fruit and Vegetable production have also benefited, but the limiting area of 300ha will remain in place for the combined hectarage of Arable, Vegetable and Improved Grassland.
Conversion Payment rates (£s per hectare)
	
	Old rate (Year 1)
	New rate (Year 1)
	Old rate (Year 2)
	New rate (Year 2)
	Old rate (Year 3)
	New rate (Year 3)
	Old rate (Year 4)
	New rate (Year 4)
	Old rate (Year 5)
	New rate (Year 5)
	Old Total 
	New Total

	Arable Land
	220
	220
	220
	220
	55
	60
	55
	60
	45
	60
	595
	620

	Land in Fruit & Vegetable Production
	300
	300
	300
	300
	40
	60
	40
	60
	40
	60
	720
	780

	Improved Grassland
	120
	120
	120
	120
	50
	60
	50
	60
	30
	60
	370
	420

	Rough Grazing
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	5
	25
	25


Maintenance Payment rates (£s per hectare)
	
	Old rate Years 1to 5
	New rate
	Total
	New Total

	Arable Land
	30
	60
	150
	300

	Land in Fruit &  Vegetable Production
	14
	60
	70
	300

	Improved Grassland
	14
	60
	70
	300

	Rough Grazing
	Flat rate 500 per year
	5                  (with min. of £500)
	Flat  rate 500 per year
	25


The new rates are to apply to current OAS conversion scheme members provided they registered their farm into organic production in 2003, producers starting in 2002 will continue with the old rates.

2006 is the final year of OAS running in its current format before being incorporated into the Land Management Contract (LMC) scheme, and therefore SOPA is encouraging farmers to seriously consider organic production.
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There has been no change in the Organic Aid Scheme Capital Payments.
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