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Derogation Form for Non-Organic Livestock

SOPA standard 3.2.3 states that ‘livestock used for breeding and for replacements should be derived from organic farms wherever possible.  However, where organic animals are not available in sufficient numbers, SFQC may authorise a number of derogations to allow the introduction of non-organic livestock on a controlled basis.’  SOPA must know the reason for purchasing non-organic livestock before any purchases take place.  Failure to do so may lead to the removal of purchased livestock.
Step 1

Check the availability of organic livestock at www.sopa.org.uk/classifieds_livestock.php, by contacting SOPA on 0131 335 6600 and selecting option 3 for organics, or by checking www.soilassociation.org/organicmarketplace.

Step 2

If suitable organic animals are not available then SFQC will consider your request to purchase non-organic livestock.  Justification for this must be provided by completion of this form with the selection of one of the following categories:
a) There are no organic breeding cattle/pigs/sheep/goats available for purchase, and I wish to purchase up to the derogation allowance limit (see below) of my current breeding herd/flock size
b) There are no organic poultry stock available for purchase, and I wish to purchase non-organic chicks/pullets that are an appropriate age to convert for meat/egg production (see below)
c) There are no suitable organic breeding cattle/pigs/sheep/goats available for purchase that are suited to the breeding objectives of my herd/flock, and I wish to purchase up to the derogation allowance limit (see below) of my current breeding herd/flock size

d) There are not enough suitable organic breeding cattle/pigs/sheep/goats/poultry available for purchase, and I wish to renew or reconstitute my herd/flock up to the derogation allowance limit of 40 % of my current breeding herd/flock size (see below)

e) There are not enough suitable organic breeding cattle/pigs/sheep/goats/poultry available for purchase, and I wish to establish a new herd/flock using non-organic stock, up to the derogation allowance limit of 40 % of my target breeding herd/flock size (see below)
Cattle
Where organically reared animals are not available, a maximum of 10 % per year of the herd size of adult cattle may be brought in as female nulliparous (not having given birth to any young) animals, from non-organic farms, for supplementing natural growth and for renewal of the herd.  Brought in non-organic heifers must be more than twelve weeks from calving for calves to be eligible for organic meat production.

Pigs/Sheep/Goats
Where organically reared animals are not available, a maximum of 20 % per year of the herd/flock size of adult pigs/sheep/goats may be brought in as female nulliparous animals, from non-organic farms, for supplementing natural growth and for renewal of the herd/flock.  For these livestock, pregnant animals must not be purchased.
Poultry

Where organically reared poultry are not available: non-organic chicks under three days old, under organic management for at least ten weeks may be used for organic meat production; and non-organic pullets under eighteen weeks old, under organic management for at least six weeks may be used for organic egg production.

Renewal or Reconstitution of Herd/Flock

Where organic animals are not available, non-organic animals can be sourced to renew or reconstitute flocks and herds on established organic units; subject to the provisions of section 3.2.6 of the SOPA standards.

Establishment of New Herds/Flocks
Where organic animals are not available, non-organic animals can be sourced to establish new flocks or herds on established organic units for the first time; subject to the provisions of section 3.2.5 of the SOPA standards.

This form should be completed for the purchase of all non-organic livestock except for breeding males.  Please be reminded that any non-organic ruminants permitted to be purchased will be classified as ‘converted breeding stock’ and will not be permitted to be sold as organic.  
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	Purchase Date
	Livestock Species & Breed (e.g. cattle, Aberdeen Angus)
	Category
(e.g. bulling heifers)
	Amount
	Age
	Size of Own Breeding Herd/Flock 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


	Justification  

Please select the appropriate justification category.  The explanations of these categories can be found on the reverse side of this form.

a)  FORMCHECKBOX 
  b)  FORMCHECKBOX 
  c)  FORMCHECKBOX 
  d)  FORMCHECKBOX 
  e)  FORMCHECKBOX 

	A written explanation is required for justifications c), d), or e)
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