SOPA Standards for Processors, Importers & Animal Feed Compounders

Section 7 — Composition of Organic Foods

Section 7 - Permitted Materials for Organic Food Processing

7.01 General Principles

(Annex VI General) Sections A, B and C cover the ingredients and processing aids which
may be used in the preparation of foodstuffs composed essentially of one or more
ingredients of plant origin, referred to in Provision 1 (1)(b) of this Regulation, with the
exception of wines.
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(Annex VI General) Notwithstanding reference to any ingredient in Sections A and C or
any processing aid in Section B, any ingredient or such processing aid shall be used only
in accordance with relevant Community legislation and/or national legislation compatible
with the Treaty and, in the absence thereof, in accordance with the principles of good
manufacturing practice for foodstuffs. In particular, additives shall be used according to
the provisions of Directive 89/107/EEC and, where relevant, those of any comprehensive
Directive as referred to in Article 3 (1) of Directive 89/107/EEC; flavourings shall be used
according to the provisions of Directive 88/388/EEC and solvents according to the
provisions of Council Directive 88/344/EEC (OJ No L157 24.6.1988 P.28.) of 13 June 1988
on the approximation of the laws of the Member States on extraction solvents used in the
production of foodstuffs and food ingredients.
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7.02 Product Ingredients
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(Provision 5.9) For the calculation of the percentages referred to in paragraphs 5.3 and
5.6, the rules provided for in Articles 6 and 7 of Directive 79/112/EEC shall be applied.

(Provision 5.e) The product or its ingredients have not been subjected to treatments
involving the use of ionising radiation;

9 A

9 +

Provision 5.10) In an organic product, as referred to in Provision 1(1), paragraphs
(a) and (b) ! an ingredient obtained according to the rules laid down
in Provision 6 ! shall not be present together with the same

ingredient not obtained according to those rules !
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(Annex lll 4 Communications - The operator responsible must notify any change in the
description or of the measures referred to in point 3 and in the initial inspection provisions
foreseen in sections A, B, C, D and E of the Specific Provisions of this Annex to the
inspection body or authority in due time.

7.03 Definitions and Relevant EC Regulations & Directives

(Annex VI.1) Ingredients: substances as defined in Provision 4 of this Regulation under
the restrictions as referred to in Provision 6 (4) of Council Directive 79/112/EEC of 18
December 1978 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to the
labelling, presentation and advertising of foodstuffs for sale to the ultimate consumer.
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(Annex VI.2) Ingredients of agricultural origin:
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(a) single agricultural products and products derived there from by appropriate
washing, cleaning, thermic and/or mechanical processes and/or by physical
processes having the effect of reducing the moisture content of the product;

(b) also, products derived from the products mentioned under (a) by other
processes used in food processing, unless these products are considered food
additives or flavourings as defined under points 5 or 7 hereunder.

(Annex VI.3) Ingredients of non-agricultural origin: ingredients other than ingredients of
agricultural origin and belonging to at least one of the following categories:

3.1. food additives, including carriers for food additives, as defined under points 5
and 6 hereunder;

3.2. flavourings, as defined under point 7 hereunder;
3.3. water and salt;

3.4. micro-organism preparations;

3.5. minerals (including trace elements) and vitamins.

(Annex VI.4) Processing aids : substances as defined in Article 1 (3)(a) of Council
Directive 89/107/EEC" on the approximation of the laws of the Member States concerning
food additives authorised for use in foodstuffs intended for human consumption;
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(Annex VI.5) Food additives: substances as defined in Article 1 (1) and (2) of Directive
89/107/EEC and covered by that Directive or by a comprehensive Directive as referred to in
Article 3(1) of Directive 89/107/EEC;
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(Annex VI.6) Carriers, including carrier solvents : food additives used to dissolve, dilute,
disperse or otherwise physically modify a food additive without altering its technological
function in order to facilitate its handling, application or use;

(Annex VI.7) Flavouring: substances and products as defined in Article 1 (2) of Council
Directive 88/388/EEC? of 22 June 1988 on the approximation of the laws of the Member
States relating to flavourings for use in foodstuffs and to source materials for their
production, and covered by that Directive.
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Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs)
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7.04 Ingredients Of Non-Agricultural Origin

(Annex VI.A.1) Food additives, including carriers
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A.2. Flavourings within the meaning of Directive 88/388/EEC

Substances and products as defined in Article 1 (2)(b)(i) and 1(2)(c) of Directive
88/388/EEC labelled as natural flavouring substances or natural flavouring preparations,
according to Article 9 (1)(d) and (2) of that Directive.
A.3. Water and salt

Drinking water
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Salt (with sodium chloride or potassium chloride as basic components), generally
used in food processing.
A.4. Micro-organism preparations

(i) Any preparations of micro-organisms normally used in food processing, with the
exception of micro-organisms genetically modified within the meaning of Article 2 (2) of
Directive 90/220/EEC;
A.5. Minerals including trace elements included, vitamins, amino acids and other nitrogen
compounds

Minerals (trace elements included), vitamins, amino acids and other nitrogen
compounds, only authorized as far their use is legally required in the foodstuffs in which
they are incorporated
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7.05 Processing Aids and Other Products

(Annex VI.B) Processing Aids and Other Products Which May be Used for Processing of
Ingredients of Agricultural Origin from Organic Production
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Preparations of micro-organisms and enzymes:
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Any preparations of micro-organisms and enzymes normally used as processing aids in
food processing, with the exception of micro-organisms genetically modified within the
meaning of Article 2(2) of Directive 90/220/EEC, and with the exception of enzymes derived
from genetically modified organisms within the meaning of Article 2(2) of Directive
90/220/EEC
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7.06 Non-organic Agricultural ingredients

(Annex VI.C) Ingredients of Agricultural Origin Which Have Not Been Produced

Organically

C.1. Unprocessed vegetable products as well as products derived therefrom by
processes referred to under definition 2(a) of the introduction of this Chapter:

C.1.1. Edible fruits, nuts and seeds:

Acorns

Cola nuts

Gooseberries

Maracujas (passion fruit)
Raspberries (dried)

Red currants (dried)

C.1.2. Edible spices and herbs:

Pepper (Peruvian)
Horseradish seeds
Lesser galangal
Safflower flowers
Watercress herb

C.1.3. Miscellaneous:

Algae, including seaweed

Quercus spp.
Cola acuminata
Ribes uva-crispa
Passiflora edulis
Rubus idaeus
Ribes rubrum

Schinus molle L.
Armoracia rusticana
Alpinia officinarum
Carthamus tinctorius
Nasturtium officinale

permitted in conventional foodstuffs
preparation

C.2. Vegetable products, processed by processes as referred to under definition 2(b) of

the introduction of this Chapter

C.2.1. Fats and oils whether or not refined, but not chemically modified, derived from

plants other than:
Cocoa

Coconut
Olive
Sunflower
Palm
Rape
Safflower
Sesame
Soya

Theobroma cacao
Cocos nucifera

Olea europaea
Helianthus annuus
Elaeis guineensis
Brassica napus, rapa
Carthamus tinctorius
Sesamum indicum
Glycine max

C.2.2. The following sugars, starches and other products from cereals and tubers:
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fructose

rice paper

unleavened bread paper

starch from rice and waxy maize, not chemically modified

C.2.3. Miscellaneous:
coriander, smoked
pea protein Pisum spp
rum: only obtained from cane sugar juice

kirsch prepared on the basis of fruits and flavourings as referred to in section A.2 of this
Annex.

C.3. Animal products:

aquatic organisms, not originating from aquaculture, and permitted in conventional foodstuffs
preparation

gelatin
whey powder ‘herasuola’
casings

C.4. Additional Substances Authorised in the UK for processing livestock products
The products below are authorised either because there is a statutory requirement for their use
or because Defra is permitted, for the moment, to authorise products for use in the processing
of livestock products.

a) Enrichment Agents for Bread and Flour

May be used for flour (other than wholemeal) within the limits specified in Schedule 1 of the
Bread and Flour Regulations 1984 and they may be added in an inert carrier of calcium
sulphate.

- Iron (as powdered iron)
- Thiamine chloride hydrochloride (Vitamin B)
- Nicotinic acid (Vitamin B3)
b) Enrichment Agents for Margarine
May be used within the limits specified in the Margarine Regulations 1967
- Vitamin A (retinol)
- Vitamin D (calciferol)
c) Coatings for Cheese
- Synthetic cheese coating without fungicides
- Grease-proof and parchment wrappings for cheese
d) Colouring for cheese
- Annatto (obtained by aqueous extraction): For traditional UK coloured cheeses
e) Additional Permitted Processing Aid for Meat Products
- Saltpetre (Potassium Nitrate) Curing Meat
- Sodium Nitrite Curing Meat

(Provision 5) Paragraphs 5.3(b) and 5a(b) of Council Regulation 2092/91 permit Defra to authorise
the use of certain ingredients of agricultural origin not listed in Annex VI C, where it can be
demonstrated to the satisfaction of Defra that such ingredients are not available in organic form on
the Community market. Further advice can be obtained from Defra on this derogation. The lists of
additives and processing aids, and their conditions for use, in Annex VI A and Annex VI B
respectively, are not covered by this derogation, and can only be changed by Commission
Regulation under the procedures highlighted in Provision 14.
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