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Section 6 — Labelling of Organic Products

Section 6 — Labelling of Organic Products

6.01 Labelling of Unprocessed Organic Products

(Provision 5.1) The labelling and advertising of a product specified in Provision 1 (1) (a),
may refer to organic production methods only where:

(a) such indications show clearly that they relate to a method of agricultural
production

(b) the product was produced in accordance with the rules laid down in
Provision 6 or imported from a third country under the arrangements laid down in
Provision 11;

(c) the product was produced or imported by an operator who is subject to the
inspection measures laid down in Provisions 8 and 9;

(d) the labelling refers to at least the code number of the inspection body to
which the operator is subject. Defra has given a unique reference number to each UK
inspection body as follows (see 6.06 below)

6.02 Labelling of Processed Organic Foodstuffs

(Provision 5.3) The labelling and advertising of a product specified in Provision 1(1)(b) may
bear indications referring to organic production methods in the sales description of the
product only where:

(a) atleast 95% of the ingredients of agricultural origin of the product are, or are
derived from, products obtained in accordance with the rules laid down in
Provision 6 below, or imported from third countries under the arrangements laid
down in Provision 11;

(b) all the other ingredients of agricultural origin of the product are included in
Annex VI, Section C, or have been provisionally authorised by the Member State
in which the product was produced (Defra in the case of the UK) in accordance
with the requirements of Commission Regulation (EC) No. 207/93, as amended;

(c) the product contains only substances listed in Annex VI, section A as
ingredients of non-agricultural origin;

(d) the product or its ingredients of agricultural origin, referred to in subparagraph
(a), have not been subjected to treatments involving the use of substances
which are not listed in Annex VI, section B (processing aids);

(e) the product or its ingredients have not been subjected to treatments involving
the use of ionising radiation;

(f) the product has been prepared or imported by an operator who is subject to the
inspection measures laid down in Provisions 8 and 9;

(g) the labelling refers to the name and/or the code number of the inspection
authority or body to which the operator who has carried out the most recent
preparation operation is subject. (see Provision 5 (1) (d)).

The indications referring to organic production methods must make it clear that
they relate to a method of agricultural production and must be accompanied by
a reference to the ingredients of agricultural origin concerned, unless such
reference is clearly given in the list of ingredients;
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(h) the product has been produced without the use of genetically modified
organisms and/or any products derived from such organisms.

6.03 Labelling of Products as ‘In-conversion’

(Provision 5.5) Crop products labelled or advertised in accordance with paragraphs 1 or 3
may bear indications referring to conversion to the organic production method, provided
that:

(a) the requirements referred to in paragraph 1 or paragraph 3 (for either
unprocessed or processed products) are fully satisfied, with the exception of
that concerning the length of the conversion period referred to in paragraph 1 of
Annex I;

(b) a conversion period of at least 12 months before the harvest has been complied
with;

(c) such indications do not mislead the purchaser of the product regarding its
difference from products which satisfy all of the requirements of paragraphs 1 or
3. To ensure that this is not the case, such indications must take the form of the
words “product under conversion to organic farming”, and must appear in a
colour, size and style of lettering which is not more prominent than the sales
description of the product; in this indication the words “organic farming” shall
not be more prominent than the words “product under conversion to”’;

(d) the product contains only one crop ingredient of agricultural origin;

(e) the labelling refers to the name and/or the code number of the inspection
authority or body to which the operator who has carried out the most recent
production or preparation operation is subject - see paragraph 1(d) above.

(f) the product has been produced without the use of genetically modified
organisms and/or any products derived from such organisms.

Care must be taken not to mislead consumers about in-conversion products, particularly about
their difference from products which are fully organic. The words ‘product under conversion to
organic farming’ must appear on the label. This statement must be in a colour, size and style of
lettering which is not more prominent than the sales description of the product. The words
‘organic farming’ shall not be more prominent than the words ‘product under conversion to’.

6.04 Labelling of a Product “Made with 70%+ Organic Ingredients”

Labelling rules for products where 70% to 95% of the ingredients of agricultural production are organic

(Provision 5.5a) In addition to the provisions of paragraph 3 above, the labelling and
advertising of a product as referred to in Provision 1(1)(b) may bear indications referring to
organic production methods where:

(a) atleast 70% of the ingredients of agricultural origin are, or are derived from,
products obtained in accordance with the rules laid down in Provision 6 or
imported from third countries under the arrangements laid down in Provision 11;

(b) all the other ingredients of agricultural origin of the product are included in
Annex VI, section C or have been provisionally authorised by the Member State
in which the product was produced (Defra in the case of the UK) in accordance
with the requirements of Commission Regulation (EC) No. 207/93, as amended;
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(c) the indications referring to organic production methods appear in the list of
ingredients and only in clear relation to those ingredients obtained according to
the rules laid down in Provision 6 or imported from third countries under the
arrangements laid down in Provision 11;

- they appear in the same colour and with an identical size and style of
lettering as the other indications in the list of ingredients;

- such indications must also appear in a separate statement set in the same
visual field as the sales description and indicating the percentage of the
ingredients of agricultural origin or derived there from which were obtained
in accordance with the rules laid down in Provision 6 or were imported from
third countries under the arrangements laid down in Provision 11;

- the statement may not appear in a colour, size and style of lettering which is
more prominent than the sales description of the product. The statement
shall be in the following form: “X% of the agricultural ingredients were
produced in accordance with the rules of organic production’;

(d) the product contains only substances listed in Annex VI section A as ingredients
of non-agricultural origin;

(e) the product or its ingredients of agricultural origin referred to in subparagraph
(a) have not been subjected to treatments involving the use of substances not
listed in Annex VI section B;

(f) the product or its ingredients have not been subjected to treatments involving
the use of ionising radiation;

(g) the product has been prepared or imported by an operator who is subject to the
inspection measures laid down in Provisions 8 and 9 of these standards;

(h) the labelling refers to the name and/or the code number of the inspection
authority or inspecting body to which the operator who has carried out the most
recent production or preparation operation is subject (see paragraph 1(d)
above);

(i) the product has been produced without the use of genetically modified
organisms and/or any products derived from such organisms.

(Provision 5.9) For the calculation of the percentages referred to in paragraphs 3 and 6, the
rules provided for in Articles 6 and 7 of Directive 79/112/EEC shall be applied.

(Provision 5.10) In a product, as referred to in Provision 1(1), paragraphs (a) and (b),
an ingredient obtained according to the rules laid down in Provision 6 shall not be present
together with the same ingredient not obtained according to those rules.

(Provision Defra Guidance note) Processed products containing less than 70%
organically-derived agricultural ingredients cannot be labelled as organic. Non-agricultural
ingredients (water, salt, etc.) are excluded from the calculation of the percentage. Detailed
guidelines are available from Defra.

(Provision 5 Defra Guidance note) The reference to a method of farming, as required
above, may be omitted provided the full code ‘organic certification UK
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6.05 Labelling of Feedingstuffs, Compound Feedingstuffs and Feed Materials

(Provision 5.12) The labelling, advertising and commercial documentation relating
to the product referred to in Provision 1 may refer to organic production methods only
where:

(a) the products have been produced, prepared or imported by an operator who is
subject to the inspection measures laid down in Provisions 8 and 9 of these
Standards;

(b) the products and the materials of which they are composed and any other
substance used in the preparation of those products have not been subjected to
treatments involving the use of ionising radiation;

(c) the conditions referred to in points 4.12, 4.13, 4.14, 4.16, 4.17 and 4.18 of Part B
of Annex | to these Standards are met as required;

(d) feed materials from the organic production method do not enter simultaneously
with the same feed materials produced by conventional means into the
composition of the product;

(e) feed materials from products in conversion to organic farming do not enter
simultaneously with the same feed materials produced by conventional means
into the composition of the product.

(Provision 5.13) Without prejudice to paragraphs 14 and 15 below, the reference to
the organic production method referred to in paragraph 12 shall be made solely by the
following indication:

(a) "organically-produced”, where at least 95 % of the product’s dry matter is
comprised of organically-produced feed material(s);

(b) “may be used in organic production in accordance with Regulation (EEC) No
2092/91" in the case of products comprising variable quantities of feed
materials from the organic production method and/or feed materials from
products in conversion to organic farming and/or conventional materials.

(Provision 5.14) The indication referred to in paragraph 13:

(a) must be separate from the wording referred to in Article 5 of Directive
79/373/EEC or in Article 5(1) of Directive 96/25/EC;

(b) must not be presented in a colour, format or character font that draws more
attention to it than to the description or name of the animal feedingstuff referred
to in Article 5(1)(a) of Directive 79/373/EEC or Article 5(1)(b) of Directive
96/25/EC respectively;

(c) must be accompanied, in the same field of vision, by an indication by weight of
dry matter referring:

(i) to the percentage of feed material(s) from the organic production method;

(iij) to the percentage of feed material(s) from products in conversion to
organic farming;

(iii) to the total percentage of animal feed of agricultural origin;

(d) must be accompanied by the name and/or the code number of the inspection
body to which the operator who carried out the final preparation is subject;
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(e) must be accompanied by a list of names of feed materials from the organic
production method;

() must be accompanied by a list of names of feed materials from products in
conversion to organic farming.

(Provision 5.15) The indication referred to in paragraph 13 may be also
accompanied by a reference to

the requirement to use the feedingstuffs in accordance with the rules laid down in
Part B

of Annex | to these Standards on the composition of daily rations.

(Provision 5.16) Defra shall decide on the name and/or code number for the
inspection body referred to in paragraph 14(d) and shall notify the Commission
accordingly.

(Provision 5.17) The trade marks and sales descriptions bearing an indication
referred to in Provision 2 of these Standards may be used only if at least 95 % of the
product's dry matter is comprised of feed material from the organic production method.

(Provision 5.18) Notwithstanding paragraphs 12, 13 and 14, the trade marks bearing
an indication referred to in Provision 2 may still be used until 1 July 2006 in the labelling
and advertising of the products referred to in Provision 1 which do not comply with these
Standards if the following conditions are met.

(a) registration of the trade mark was applied for before 24 August 1999 and the
trade

mark is in conformity with Council Directive 89/104/EEC (8); and

(b) the trade mark is already reproduced with a clear, prominent, and easily
readable indication that the products are not produced according to the organic
production method as laid down in Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91.

6.06 Certification Body Code

Defra has allocated the following codes to the approved certification bodies.

Code Approved Body

UK 2 Organic Farmers & Growers

UK 3 Scottish Organic Producers Association

UK 4 Organic Food Federation

UK 5 Soil Association Certification Ltd

UK 6 BioDynamic Agricultural Association

UK7 Irish Organic Farmers and Growers Association Ltd
UK 9 Organic Trust Ltd

UK 13 Quality Welsh Food Certification Ltd

UK 15 Asisco Ltd

The code shall be preceded by the words “Organic Certification”, for example, “Organic
Certification UK 3”. This shall not prevent the inclusion of the name, initials or logo of the
approved inspection body on the label if desired.

6.07 Labelling of Products Transported To Other Units
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Annex Il 7. Packaging and transport of products to other operators or units

7.1 The operators shall ensure that products as referred to in Provision 1 may be
transported to other units, including wholesalers and retailers, only in appropriate
packaging, containers or vehicles closed in such a manner that substitution of the
content cannot be achieved without manipulation or damage of the seal and
provided with a label stating, without prejudice to any other indications required by
law:

(a) the name and address of the operator and, where different, of the owner or
seller of the product;

(b) the name of the product or a description of the compound feedingstuff
accompanied by a reference to the organic production method in accordance
with, as applicable Provision 5 of these Standards or Article 3 of Regulation
(EC) No. 223/2003;

(c) the name and/or the code number of the inspection body to which the operator
is subject and,

(d)  where relevant, the lot identification mark according to a marking system
either approved at national level or agreed with the inspection body and which
permits to link the lot with the accounts referred to in point 6.

7.2 The information under (a), (b), (c) and (d) can also be presented on an accompanying
document, if such document can be undeniably linked with the packaging, container
or vehicle of the product. This accompanying document shall include information on
the supplier and/or the transporter.

6.08 Labelling Meat and Meat Products

(Annex lll.B Guidance Note) Meat must be labelled in accordance with all relevant
legislation. Additionally, each carcass, side, quarter and cut must be labelled giving the
slaughter number (to provide an audit trail) and the date of slaughter. If the product is
boxed the following information should be marked legibly on each outer package:

i)  Name and address of supplier or supplier's mark.
iij)  Contents of the package
iii) Slaughter number and slaughter date (not required in the case of offals).

(Annex Ill.B Guidance Note) All birds/carcasses must be labelled in accordance with
relevant legislation and the label must include the following particulars:

i)  the name and address of the producer;

ii)  the address of the premises where the bird was slaughtered and prepared
for sale.
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6.09 Labelling Organic and Non-organic Products by an Operator

Where the term ‘Organic’ is used in the trading name of the operator, this must not appear on any
product labelling, packaging, advertising, sales literature and accompanying documentation
relating to products that do not comply with the labelling requirements in this section.

An operator producing both organic and non-organic products must ensure that the labelling,
packaging, advertising, sales literature and accompanying documentation is sufficiency
differentiated to avoid any confusion or assumption that the non-organic product is organic by the
customer.

Where organic and non-organic products are on retail display they must be adequately separated
and labelled to avoid any mixing or confusion by customers and staff.

6.10 Identification of the Processor & Own Brand Labels

The name and address of the processor as it appears of the Certificate issued by the certification
body, or the brand mark of the business must appear on the labelling pf a retail product or
accompanying documentation in the case of bulk products.

Where a product is produced by a processor for a brand-owner, in addition to the certification
body UK code, there must be a means by which the processor’'s name and address can be found
by means of identification marks on the product, or by means of appropriate documentation.

6.11 Use of SOPA Certification Mark

The SOPA Certification Mark indicates that the production system used complies with SOPA
Organic Standards and shall only be used on products that have been produced to SOPA
Standard by Approved Operators. For all products, the labelling must refer to the relevant Defra
code number of the Approved Organic Certification Body, preceded by the words ‘Organic
Certification’. All SOPA Organic Scheme Certified products, whether they are organic or in-
conversion (see 1.8.3 above), must bear the words:

‘Organic Certification UK 3’

The SOPA logo is not registered as a Trademark but is owned by the Company and may only be
used by Licensees holding a valid SFQC SOPA Organic Scheme Certificate. The SOPA Board
will deal with misuse of the logo by any party in the most appropriate manner, which may include
legal action. Misuse of the Certificate will be considered to be a serious non-compliance with
these Standards and will be dealt with accordingly. The Certificate remains the property of SFQC
at all times and must be surrendered to any authorised representative of SFQC on request.
Producers are cautioned that failure to observe the requirements of these standards may lead to
prosecution under the provisions of the Organic Products Regulation 2004 (ISBN 0110494318).

6.12 Labelling Imported Products

Where a product is imported from an EU country in its final retail pack, the processor of the
product must apply their own certification body code.

In the case of products imported from countries outside the EU (known as third countries), the
certification body in that country shall be identified on the label and accompanying documents by
means of the code allocated by the government of that country and/or its own name or logo.
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SOPA’s Organic Certification UK3 code shall only be used on the labels of products from third
countries as part of the term ‘Imported under SOPA Organic Certification UK3’

The use of SOPA’s UK3 code and logo may only be used on the packaging where certification
body in the country of origin agrees and where SOPA has certified the product.

6.13 Labelling of Organic Seeds

The labelling of organically produced seeds must conform to the requirements of organic food in
general.

Where a grass seed or forge mix is produced for animal grazing or forage production, the organic
content must not be less than 60%. The balance may be made up from non-organic seeds
provided that these have been approved as part of the mix by SOPA.

The labelling of a part organic mix must state:
‘X% Organic Grass/Forage Seed Mix’ plus the statement —
‘X% of the seeds have been produced to the Defra Compendium of UK Organic standards’.

6.14 Use of the European Community Logo
A European Community logo is available for use on organically produced products.

SOPA must be contacted if a processor wishes to use this on their products.
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